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attend to this position for two years. In
the meantime, he remained in Homs
and served as personal secretary to His
Holiness the Patriarch.

Accompanied by his wife, Victoria,
and their four young children, Father
Doumato arrived in Rhode Island in
August 1952 to lead his new congrega-
tion. Ever since his arrival, Father
Doumato has quietly and faithfully
served God, his parish, our State and,
indeed, our country. He has also au-
thored numerous publications about
the history of the church and its Di-
vine Liturgy. In 1970, his dedication
and self-sacrifice was recognized and
honored when he was elevated to the
position of Cor-Episcopose—the highest
distinction of the priesthood. In 1991,
he was again honored for his service
and was awarded the Holy Cross of the
Archdioceses of the United States and
Canada.

In closing, I would like to extend my
very best wishes on this special occa-
sion to Father Doumato, to his family,
and to his parishioners at Saint Ephra-
im’s Church. We are all very proud of
Father Doumato, and appreciative of
his many contributions to his commu-
nity, and to our state.

I would now like to recognize my col-
league, Senator REED, who also wishes
to honor Father Doumato.e
e Mr. REED. Mr. President, I, too, wish
to join Senator CHAFEE in paying trib-
ute to the Very Reverend Abdulahad
Gabriel Doumato on the occasion of his
fiftieth anniversary as leader of the
parish of Saint Ephraim’s Syrian Or-
thodox Church in Rhode Island.

A proud and patriotic ‘‘American’’,
Father Doumato loves his adopted
country and is happiest when helping
the new immigrants within his flock
assimilate into American society. Mr.
President, Father Doumato is respon-
sible for sponsoring hundreds of new
citizens to our great nation, granting
them the opportunity to live the Amer-
ican dream. He has educated these fam-
ilies—including those of six of his
brothers and sisters—about our system
of government and the privilege, oppor-
tunity, and responsibility of American
citizenship.

Father Doumato is often heard tell-
ing his parishioners, ‘“There is no coun-
try like the United States. It truly is
the land of opportunity and you should
thank God for the opportunity you
have to live in this great land.” A good
shepherd, Father Doumato has been a
shining example to his family and his
flock.

The Doumatos are a sizable and con-
siderable clan in Rhode Island—the ex-
tended family numbers over 120 per-
sons. We cannot imagine that there has
been a single elected official in the
Blackstone Valley area, or across the
State, that has not come into contact
with a member of the family. Indeed,
father Doumato’s children, grand-
children, nephews and nieces have been
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industrious citizens and have served
our country in numerous positions of
distinction, including as officers in the
Armed Forces, diplomats, university
educators, U.S. Senate aides and senior
advisors, engineers, and leaders in law,
the arts, medicine, commerce and in-
dustry. He and his family have richly
contributed to the betterment of our
community in Rhode Island.

Mr. President, in closing, I would
also like to wish Reverend Doumato
and his wife, Victoria, a happy and
healthy 57th Anniversary, which they
will celebrate later this year.

May his children and grandchildren—
along with his parishioners—continue
to benefit from his wisdom!e

———

RETIREMENT OF LIEUTENANT
GENERAL PATRICK M. HUGHES

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring to the attention of Sen-
ators the retirement of Lieutenant
General Patrick M. Hughes of the
United States Army. A native of Great
Falls Montana, I am proud that one of
our native sons has made such a vital
contribution to the defense of this
great country, through a military ca-
reer spanning nearly 40 years.

The recipient of many military
awards and honors, including the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal, the
Silver Star, the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star, General Hughes has been
a valuable friend to me and the people
he has served in his distinguished ca-
reer.

Although we have come to expect
people of high caliber and dedication in
our armed forces, General Hughes’
service has been exceptional. Most re-
cently assigned as the Director for In-
telligence, J2, the Joint Staff, General
Hughes began his military career in
1962. Following completion of his en-
listment in 1965, he attended Montana
State University, where he graduated
in 1968. He was then commissioned in
the U.S. Army infantry, and served two
tours in Vietnam. He commanded sev-
eral military intelligence (MI) detach-
ments, an MI battalion, an MI brigade
and the Army Intelligence Agency. He
also served in senior staff positions, in-
cluding a tour as the J2 of the U.S.
Central Command.

Throughout his distinguished career,
General Hughes’ tireless and sincere
dedication to the men and women in
uniform has vastly improved their
quality of life and mission readiness.
As he retires from the United States
Army, he will leave behind a tremen-
dous legacy.

Mr. President, General Hughes is a
great credit to the Army and the Na-
tion. I salute him for his many years of
selfless service to our country, and
offer my gratitude to him, his wife
Karlene and their sons, Barry and
Chad, on the occasion of his retirement
from the United States Army. I know I
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speak for the people of my state when
I say that I am proud of General
Hughes; I know that I speak for all
Americans when I say that he will be
missed.®

——
CHANNEL ONE NETWORK

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I

will ask to include in the CONGRES-

SIONAL RECORD two letters recognizing

the efforts of the Channel One Network

in educating school-age children in the
dangers of drug use.

These letters were originally in-
cluded in the transcript of the Senate
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions hearing on July 13
regarding Drug Free Schools.

The first is from Richard Bonnette,
President of the Partnership for a Drug
Free America. Mr. Bonnette thanks
Channel One for supporting the mission
of Partnership for a Drug-Free America
by changing millions of young people’s
attitudes about drugs.

In the second letter, I join Mr.
Bonnette’s praise of Channel One’s air-
ing of $256 million worth of pro bono
anti-drug public service announce-
ments over the last ten years as part of
its news broadcasts to school-aged chil-
dren.

I am pleased to join Mr. Bonnette in
congratulating Channel One on their
efforts.

I ask that these letters be printed in
the RECORD.

The letters follow.

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, July 14, 1999.

Hon. JAMES JEFFORDS,

Chairman, Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I respectfully request
that the attached letter from Richard
Bonnette, President and CEO of the Partner-
ship for a Drug-Free America be made a part
of the record for the Committee’s July 13,
1999 hearing on Drug Free Schools.

Mr. Bonnette writes in praise of the excel-
lent public service of the Channel One Net-
work in educating our nation’s youth about
the dangers of drug use. I would like to join
Mr. Bonnette’s praise of the Channel One
Network.

Over the past ten years, Channel One has
aired more than $25 million worth of anti-
drug public service announcements as part of
its news broadcasts to school-aged children.
The efforts of the Channel One Network dem-
onstrates good corporate citizenship. When
we in Congress call upon the media and en-
tertainment industries to act responsibly for
the benefit of our children, this is part of
what we are talking about.

Mr. Bonnette’s letter refers to a study con-
ducted between 1995-1997 by the Partnership
for a Drug Free America. The study found
strong evidence that students in Channel
One schools had significantly more negative
attitudes about drugs, and were much more
aware of the risks of drugs than students in
non-Channel One schools. I am pleased to
here add my praise of their efforts.

Sincerely,
SAM BROWNBACK,
U.S. Senator.
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